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Do Your Own Swing

Memorise  the C Blues scale notes: C - Eb -F - Gb (F#) - G - Bb - C on your 
Recorder or Glockenspiel. Then play them in any order you like - you will not play 
a "wrong" note.  The rhythm sec�on will give you a beat to follow but make up 
your own tune with your own rhythm. Below we give you an example of what 
you may wish to do. However remember this is YOUR OWN music, so listen to 
your heart and play what the rhythm creates in your mind. The piano, Guitar and 
Bass will play a 12 bars pa�ern over and over again. Do not be shy. "Do Your Own 
Swing."

Now that you have had a look at this you will have no�ced that the first 4 bar 
melody can be repeated even though the chord pa�ern is changing,   The chord 
pa�ern is: C chord 4 bars - F chord 2 bars - then C chord 2 bars - G chord 1 bar - F 
chord 1 bar - C chord 2 bars.  Hence, the "12 bar Blues." A guitar can also follow 
this chord pa�ern. Also, if you play this faster with a driving Rock beat you will 
have produced your own Rock-n-Roll.

Let it be La�n

You can learn Improvisa�on using this simple 4 bar pa�ern called the II-V-I turn 
around, based on the C Scale. Here the first chord (II) is a "D" minor chord, 
played for 1 bar. This is followed by the next chord (V) which is a "G" chord and 
played for 1 bar.  Next comes chord (I) which of course is a "C" chord and played 
for 2 bars.  This pa�ern is repeated as long as you wish. On your solo instrument 
you can play any notes from the C scale, however your ear will tell you not to 
hold certain notes for longer. The Rhythm sec�on can play a "Samba", Rumba, 
Cha-Cha, or Bossa Nova" rhythm all of which are "La�n" rhythms. 

Sample Number 1, A, below is based on a "Rumba."  

Sample Number 2  B: "Fly Me To The Moon". You have some notes that sound 
like a discord. That is ok. because the resolu�on to harmony follows quickly.  Now 
experiment with using all the notes you can play.

Sample Number 3, C : Randomly selected notes played rapidly do not clash with 
the harmonic structure of II-V- I turn around.
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